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53D CONGRESS, }

2d Session.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
_

REPOR,T
{

No.1307.

WILLIAM H. HUGO.

JULY

Mr.

24, 1894.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to b:e
printed:

BOWERS,

from the Committee on Military Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 5467.]

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. 5467) "for the relief of William H. Hugo," have had the same

under consideration and find that a similar bill was favorably reported
to the Fifty-second Uongress.
The facts as shown by the military records and other evidence submitted are that the said William H. Hugo was mustered into the service
as captain of the Seventieth New York Infantry and served with tha,t
regiment until July 2, 1863, when he was severely wounded at the battle
of Gettysburg, Pa., and was honorably mustered out with the regiment
July 1, 1864; that he was appointed May 11, 1866, a second lieutenant
in the regular Army, Sixteenth Regiment· Infantry; that he was in
the year 1868 brevetted first lieutenant "for g;allant and meritorious
services at the battle of Gettysburg," and again breveted as captain
"for gallant and meritorious services during the war;" and again
brevetted a major for the same reason. He continuedin the service until
1881, making a continuous service of twenty years, having been appointed
to the regular Army as soon as sufficiently recovered of his wounds.
He is highly commended for '' his gallant conduct in Indian fights."
His one fault was that after, twenty years' service, giving the best years
of his life to his country, in the words of the court-martial orders,
"he was on the 21st day of June, 1881, at Fort Cummings, N. Mex.,
while adjutant of the post, intoxicated at retreat roll call (sunset) of
the companies at that post, and unable to properly perform said duty."
This was the only offense. It was an accident that has happened to
many good men. It is offset by twenty years of hard service. Lieut.
Hugo is now an old man. The wound of bis right thigh bas caused
withering of the limb and he is no longer able to do any labor for the
support of himself and family. Particular attention is called to the
letter of Maj. George A. Purington, president of the court that tried
Hugo, which is submitted as a part of this report, together with a
statement of all the officers constituting the court.
Your committee recommend that the bill do pass.
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Statement of the military Bervice of William H. Hugo, late of the U. S. Army, oompil d
from the recordB of thiB o:Dice.

WAR

DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

WaBhington, February-, 1892.
VOLUNT·E ER RECORD.

He was mustered into the service as captain, Seventieth New York Infantry, June
21 1861, and served with that regiment in the Army of the Potomac to July 2, 1863,
when wounded at the battle of Gettysburg, Pa.; was absent on account of wound
to March, 1864, and with regiment until honorably mustered out, July 1, 1864.
REGULAR ARMY RECORD.

He was appointed second , lieutenant, Sixteenth Infantry, to rank from May 11,
1866· accepted September 7, 1866; transferred to Twenty-fifth Infantry September
21, 1' 66; promoted :first lieutenant Novembe! 2~, 1868; un assigned April 26, 1869;
assigned to Ninth Cavalry January 1, 1871; d1sm1ssed November 1, 1881.
SERVICE,

He joined his regiment October 26, 1866, and served therewith in Tennci-see to
April 22, 1869; awaiting orders to May 7, 1869; Indian agent .at the Ponca Agency,
Dak., to December 5, 1870; awaiting orders to January 1, 1871.
He joined the inth Cavalry February 15, 1871, a11cl served with it in Te:xas to
eptemb r 20, 1875; at Fort McRae, N. Mex., to October 30, 1876; at Fort Ctaig,
. Mex., to April 21, 1877; in the field in pursuit of Indians to May 27, 1877; at Fort
Bayard, . Mex., to December 17, 1877; in the vicinity of Fort Bliss, Tex., to April
2 , 1878, and at Fort Bayard, N. Mex., to June 3, 1878; was conducting prisoners to
ort L av nworth, l{ans., to June 25, 1878; on leave to October 17, 1878; with troop
at •ort ayard, . Mex., to .January 5, 1880; in the field, in New Mexico, to Feuruary 2 , 1 0; :it .FortBayarc1, N. Mex., to Mnrcb 28, 1880; in the field to June 18, 1880,
an<l at 1" rt Cummings,~ .Mex., to September 18, 1880; sick at Port Bayard, N. Mex.,
to D mb r 3, 1 80; with troop at same post to May 15, 1881; sick to June 22, 1881,
and in a,rrest uutil dismis ed November 1, 1881. (See General Court-Martial Orders,
To. 5 , of ctober 17, 1881, from this office-copy herewith,)
J, C. KELTON,
Adjtif.ant-General.

FORT BAYARD, N. MEX., JanJUary 3, 1892.
MY DEAR Sm: Havfog known you well for the past twenty-one years, first as an
offic r of the Army, and more recently as a citizen living near this post, I take great
plea nre in hereby teetifying to your high character as an officer and as a man.
In all the wa1ks of life I have ever esteemed you an npright, honorable, worthy
g ntl man, and one in whose integrity I have the most jmplicit confidence.
I , in r ly tru t some ubstantial reward awaits you in the near fu,tnre for your
allant rvi · s as an officer of volunteers during the war of tb.e rebellion, wherein
. ou wer eriou l_y disabled, and for meritorious conduct in Indian campaigns in this
errit ry a an om er of the inth United States Cavalry.
:E aithfully, your ,

faj.

v

ILLIAM

R. R

CHAS. C. HOOD,
Captain, Twentyfou1·th U.S. Infantry.

GO,

Fort Bayard,

r.

Mex .

I h artily on m· ju he above statem ent, and sincerely hope that something may
he done. for thi ralJaut old oflicer, who is now crippled and severely sntferin<r
from
0
woun<ls received in battle while iightiug for his country.
Z. R.. BLISS,
Colonel Twenty-fou1·th infantry.
I heartily concur in the above testimonin,ls.
JAS. N. MORGAN,

Captain, Twenty-/our th Infantry.
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I incerely trust something may be clone for the rel ief of this gallant old man, who
ha.vino- passed a good portion of_ his life in the service of his. country, now finds _himself in circumstances of great distress.
c. E. NORDSTROM,
Ca11ta'i-n, 1'enth Cavalry.
I heartily concur.

E.T.

COMEGYS,

Captain, .Assistant Surgeon, U. S. A.

I take pleasure in adding my testimonial to the above.
ALLEN ALLENSWORTH,

Chaplain 1.11t·enty-fourth Infantry.

I hope the conntry through its tepresentatives w'ili ~fford aid and comfort to this
gallant man, who is by reason of his wonncls and broken health so unhappily situated. He gave to his country all he had to give, an<l now in his old age finds himself without means and without health and strength to finish his cl:l,reer unless a
grateful people will assist him.
H. W. HOV:Ji;Y,
First Lieutenant and Regimental Quartermaster, 1.'wenty-foitrth Infantry.
I heartily concur.

JAMES E . BRETT,
Ffrst .Lieutenant Twenty-fourth Irifanfry,

I hope .t hat 1·estitution, which is the proper word to use in this caseJ will be made
to this poor old man,
A. C. MARKLEY,
Captaiv,, Twenty-fourth Infa11try.
I concur in the above testimonials. Besides Maj. Hugo's well-known-record du'.ring
the war, his efficiency and gallantry during the worst of the Indian troubles in New
Mexico of twenty years ago is notorious all over this part of the Territory.
ALEX. s. B. KEYES,
Capta-in, Ten th Cavalry .
A true copy of the originals.
[SEAL,]

WILLIAM

D.

MURRAY,

Notary Public.

CAMP ON WOUNDED KNEE CREEK,

s.

DAK.,

Janum·y 8, 1891.
This is to certify that while stationed at Fort Bayard, N. Mex., between 1884 and
1888, I became acquainted with Wm. H. Hugo, formerly an officer 0f the Ninth Cavalry, who lives near that p-ost. He is old and feeble; is permanently lame from a
wound received, I understand1 at Gettysburg. He is not capable physically of earning proper support for himself and family. There are a good many men being cared
for by the Government who have not been used up so badly in service as Mr. Hugo,
and who are not in such need as he is.
I recommend his case for favorable consideration.
I understand he lost an ear drum by discharge of a cannon in service, and that he
was pr-onounoed by the post surgeon at Fort Bayard, N. Mex., as suffering a threefourths disability.
E. A. CARR,
Colonel Sixth Cavalry, Brevet Majo1·-Ger1eral.

FORT BAYARD, N. MEX., Janum·y ~8, 18fiJ1
To whom it may concern:
This is to certi(y that I have known Mr. William H. Hugo since 1871 or 1872, an<l
for the last three years he has resided near this post, and I have had gooti opportu' nities to learn his condition. I believe and know that he is unable to support him-
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a.;

elf
wn labor. B i nffl rin 17 from the loss of the clrnm of bi lef
n
xpl ion of a hell n ar hi heatl at the siege of Yorktowu, anll al o
from a v r w und in-bi· ri~ilt thigh, causing lameness and witherin()' of be limb;
tbi" wound h r ceiv cl at :;. tty burl', July 2, 1863. He ervecl uud r my command
a .,l10rt tim in 'I xn in 1 72 or 1 73, and performed his dntie faithfully. I uelie e
b t be i ~ fit uhj ct for reli f, from his long and faithfnl services during the war
of the reb lliou and on th frontier, and from his dis a ble<l concli tion resulting from
w unds r c ive<l. in the defense of his country. He is a perfectly honorable and
upright man.
Z. R. Buss,
Colone} Twenty-fourth U. S. Infantry.

I, E. M. Young, pro bate clerk of Grant County, Terr!tory of~ew Mexi~o, do here?y
certify t,he foregoing to be a true and correct copy of letter of Z. R. Bliss as exhibited to me.
E. M. YOUNG,
[SEAL.]
Probate Clerk.

FORT RINGGOLD, TEX., February 20, 1891.
The ca e of Lieut. Hugo merits evny favorable consideration. I have been with
him on many hard marches; his cond11ct in the Indian fights that we had together
was gallant, even to reckles ness. The sentence of dismissal was in my opinion too
severe for the offense committed. Justice alone dema,nds that he who has almost
given his life for his country should be cared for by the Government he has so faithfully served.
Maj. GEO. A. PURINGTON,
President of the court that tried Lieut. Hugo, Ninth Uaval1·y.

A. true copy of original.
WM,

H. HUGO.

A true copy of the recommendation to the clemency in the case of First Lieut. Wm.
H. IIugoJ.. inth Cavalry, and signed by the entire court of:five membars and indorsem nt of u-en. John Pope.
WM. H. HUGO.

We, the uncl r igned members of the generalcourt-martialconveneclbyparagra.ph
3, 'p cial rders 141, current series, from the headqnarters Department of th0 Missouri, and before whom was tried, convictl3d, and sentenced to be dismissed 1"irst
Lieu ti. Wm. B. Hngo, 1foth Regiment of Cavalry, do in consideration of his gallant
war r cor<l, as bown in evidence, respectfnlly recommend his case to the favoraule
consideration and clemency of the reviewing authority.
GEO. A. PURINGTON,
Captain, Ninth Cavalry.
HENRY H. HUMPHREYS,
Captain, Fifteenth Infantry.
JNO. J. KANE,
First Lieutenant and Asst. Surgeon, U. S. A..
C. E. MUM,
Captavn and Surgeon, U. S. A.
L. H. w ALKER,
First Lieutenant, Fifteenth Infantry.

WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, Octobe1· 23, 1868.
Sm.: You are hereby informed that the Presiclent of the United States has
a.ppointeu you, ~r gallant ancl meritorious services during -the war, a captain by
brevet in the service of the nited tates, to rank as such from the second day of
fareh, one thousand ight hundred an l sixty-seven. Should the Senate at theirnext session advise and consent thereto, you will be commissioned accordingly.
Immediately on receipt thereof please communicate to this Department, through

WILLIAM H. HUGO.

5

the Acljnt:rnt-General of the Army, your ac?eptance or non-acceptance, al1(1 with ~-our
letter of acceptance return the oath herewith enclosed, properly filled np, s· 1bscnbed
and attested, and report your age, birthplace, and the State of which you were a.
permauent resident.
You will report for duty to - - - - - .
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Secretar·y of War.
Brevet Captain H. HUGO,
U. S. Army, Memphis, Tenn. (2nd Lt., 25th Infty.).
I certify that the above is a true copy of the original.

J. J. BRERETON,
1st Lieut. and Adj., 24th lnfty.

WAR DEPARTMENT, Washington, October 23, 1868.
Srn: You are hereby informed that the President of the United States has
ap11ointed yo11, for gallant and meritorious services during the war, a, major by
brevet in the services of the United. States, to rank as such from the second day of
March, one thousa.nd eight hundred and sixty-seven. Shoul<l. the Senate at their
next session advise and consent thereto, you will be commissioned accordingly.
Imruediately on receipt thereof please to communicate to this Department, throu_g~
the Adjutant-General of the Army, your acceptance or nonacceptance, and w1tll
yonr letter of acceptance return the oath herewith enclosed, properly :fillecl up,
subscribed, and attested, and report your age, birthplace, and the State of which
you are a permanent resident.
You will report for duty t o - - - - .
J.M. SCHOFIELD,
Secretary of War.
Brevet-Major WILLIAM H. HUGO,
U. S. Army, Memphis, Tenn. (2nd Lt., 25th Infty.),
I certify that the above is a true copy of the original.
J, J. BRERETON,
1st Lieut. and Adj. 24th Infty.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, October 17, 1881.
I. Before a general court-martial which convened at Fort Bayard, N. Mex.,
Augnst 3, 1881, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 141, Hea<lquartersDepartmentof the
Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kans., .July 16, 1881, and of which Capt. George A.
Pmington, Ninth Cavalry, is president, was arraigned and triedFirst Lieut. William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry.
.
CHARGE !.-"Violation of the thirty-eighth article of war."
Speci.fication.-"That First Lieut. William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry, while adjutant
of the post of Fort Cummings, N. Mex., and engaged in receiving the reports of the
retreat roll calls of the companies at that post, was drunk and unable to properly
p~rform said d~~Y- This at retreat roll call (sunset) of June 21, 1881, at Fort Cummmgs, N. Mex.
CHARGE II.-" Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline."
Spec~/ication 1.-"That :F'irst Lieut. William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry, while adjntant of the post of Fort Cummings, N. Mex., and required to report to the post
commander the result of the retreat roll call of the companies at that post, did
neglect and fail to perform said duty as to retreat of June 21, 1881. This at Fort
Cummings, N. Mex., on the date specified herein."
Speoification 2.-" That Pirst Lieut. William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry, on duty as
adjuLant of the post of Fort Cummings, N. Mex., being sought by his commanding
officer (Maj. N. W. Osborne, Fifteenth Infantry), in connection with said duty, was
found in a drunken condition in front of said commanding officer's office. This at
Fort Cummings, N. Mex., on the evening of June 21, 1881."
To which charges and specifications the accused, First Lieut. William H. Hugo,
Ninth Cavalry, pleaded "Not guilty."
Finding.-The court, having maturely considered the evidence adduced, finds the
accused, First Lieut. William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry, as follow <; :
CHARGE I.-Of the specification, "Guilty;" of the charge, "Guilty."
H. Rep. ,;l-39
GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL~
f
Orders, No. 58.
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CIIARGE II.-Of the first specification, "Guilty." Of the second specification
"Guilty." Of the charge, "Guilty."
'
eutence.-And the court does therefore sentence him, First Lieut. William H.
Hugo, inth Cavalry, "To be dismissed the service."
II. The proceedings, :findings, and sentence of the general court-martial in the
foregoing case of First Lieut. William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry, having boen
approved by the proper reviewing authority, and the record forwarder!, in accordance with the provisions of the One hundred and sixth Article of War, for the action
of the President, the following are his orders indorsed thereon:
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

•
October 13, 1881.
The sentence in the foregoing caee of First Lieut. William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry, is hereby confirmed.
CHESTER A. ARTHUR,

III. By direction of the Secretary of War the sentence in the case of First Lieut.
William H. Hugo, Ninth Cavalry, will take effect November 1, 1881, from which
date he will cease to be an officer of the .Army.
By command of Gen. Sherman.
R. C. DRUM,
4djutant-Gene1·al.

0

